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Start Your Journey

Your guide to becoming a foster carer with Key Assets
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All children and young people deserve a family and foster families play an essential role by providing
care to children and youth whose families are temporarily unable to look after them. Fostering requires
caregiver’s to be patient, loving and nurturing. With training and support, foster carers take on an
integral role in helping children develop and transform mentally, emotionally, and socially.

We are glad you have made this decision and happy that you have chosen Key Assets to assist you
along your journey. Welcome to our amazing family! From our foster carers to our skilled staff, we all
have incredible experiences and great resources to share with you.

Established in 2009, Key Assets is a non-profit organization serving children, families and communities.
Key Assets Ontario’s main office is in Mississauga with foster care being the core service that we provide,
supplemented by trainings and clinical services that we offer to promote family-based and community-
based care. Key Assets forms part of the Martin James Foundation whose vision is to eliminate
institutional care of children and who has more than 30 years of experience providing children’s care
services globally.

We are excited to be on this journey with you in your family as you explore your interest in fostering.
Welcome to Key Assets, we look forward to sharing our carers and staff experiences, knowledge, and
resources with you. There will be many questions along the way, but we will be here to help guide you
and provide key information throughout your journey. You have the ability to impact the lives of many
young people and our team of passionate and dedicated staff will support you all the way.
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4. Fostering
assessment

One of our independent assessors
will contact you to arrange to start Key Assets

yourtfosliﬁrmg assessment.ggety wl We understand that at this point your journey
meet with you on average, 6-5 times is really just beginning and we’ll be there every

including visits to yc.>ur home, to get o step of the way throughout your fostering career.
know you, your family and any skills and

experience you have that will help you
fostering. This information will be put
together in a report.

6. Fostering with

5. Fostering panel

After your fostering assessment and

all the relevant checks and references
are completed, we will present your
information to our Fostering Panel. They
will make recommendations to the Key
Assets Provincial Director. The Director
will make the final decision about your
approval as a foster carer.

What else do | need to know?

The following checks will be carried out as part of the fostering assessment:

* Vulnerable Sector Police Screenings are obtained for all adult members of your household.

* Checks are also completed for all adults in your home with the local Children’s Aid Society, as well as the Children’s Aid Societies in regions you have
resided since adulthood.

* A medical report is completed for all members of your household.

* You are asked to identify three to five friends and/or family members who will complete a written reference and be interviewed as part of the assessment
process. In addition, if you are working or have ever worked with children or vulnerable individuals we also ask for a reference from your employer or
volunteer organization.

¢ We will also need to carry out a standard safety compliance check on your

¢ home. Other checks and references may be completed as necessary.

The whole process described takes 4-6 months on average and every effort is made to ensure there is no delay.

All information about prospective and approved foster carers is held on file. On request, some of this information gan be viewed; the exceptions to this are
references from external agencies e.g. social work and personal references which are provided in confidence and cannot be accessed.












If you would like to take the
next step towards becoming a
foster carer, then contact us at:

Key Assets Mississauga
170 Robert Speck Parkway,
Suite 100

Mississauga, Ontario L4Z 3Gl

v

P: (905) 279 4500
T: 1-833-301-5500
E: contactus@keyassetson.ca

www.keyassetson.ca
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